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Project Overview
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Project Overview
AAPS has recently observed two structural defects in the Thurston Pond storm outlet system:

• An 18” storm pipe has a structural failure and collapse, starting approx. 60 ft from the 
pond.  The pipe connects the Thurston pond to the City of Ann Arbor storm water 
system and serves to manage pond water levels 

• The embankment at the outlet control structure has been undermined and detained 
storm water is free flowing under the embankment. 

These defects need to be repaired before school goes back into session on August 30, 2021.

The storm sewer repair will require the pipe to be exposed with an excavation approximately 10’ 
deep and 40’ long.  

In order to effectively and safely make the repair, the pond level will need to be lowered to 
minimize the presence of water during the repair.
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Investigation Report Results:
• Upon arrival, little to no water was flowing through Catch Basin #1 near the sink hole

• Water was flowing steady at the opposite end of the pipe at Catch Basin #2

• A video inspection was done, starting from Catch Basin #1

• 67' of pipe was inspected before the water level had risen to 100% and the camera could not 

continue

• A video inspection was then conducted from Catch Basin #2.

• 114’ of pipe was inspected before the water level had risen to 100% and the camera could not 

continue.

• A dye test was conducted to see if the dye would find its way from Catch Basin #1 to Catch 

Basin #2

• The dye did not appear downstream at Catch Basin #2, indicating that the pipe has collapsed 

or an offset has occurred causing the water to infiltrate somewhere between those 2 points

Investigation Outcome



Investigation Outcome
Water Level at 100% at 67' Flow Levels at Downstream End Downstream End of Pipe

Sand and Gravel Debris in Pipe 
on Downstream Side Water Level at 100% at 114'
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Project Details

Thurston Pond 
Storm Clearing 

Aerial View
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Project Details Cont.

Thurston Pond 
Storm Repair Plan

Aerial View
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Floristic Quality Survey
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Nature Trails Closure Update
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Next Steps

Thurston Pond Temporary Water Draining Begins7/21/21

Tentative Construction Schedule
(Subject to Change – based on weather and other factors)

Thurston Nature Center Committee Update Meeting7/27/21
Contractor Selected for Work7/23/21

Nature Paths Closed for Stormwater Repairs8/2/21
Contractor Work Begins - Site Clearing/Staging8/2/21

Contractor Work Complete8/27/21
Site Restoration (Following Completion of Repair)Sept/Oct
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**AAPS will provide regular weekly updates throughout the project**  



Questions?
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